
Patterns of Dots 
 

A pattern of dots is shown below. At each step, more dots are added to the pattern. The number 

of dots added at each step is more than the number added in the previous step. The pattern 

continues indefinitely. 

 

   Step 1      Step 2      Step 3 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

How do you determine the number of dots in Step 20, but not have to draw all 20 pictures and 

then count the dots? 

 

Explain or show how you could do this and give the answer that you get for the number of dots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Problem adapted from Marcy’s Dots problem, NAEP 1992.  


